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Uterine Aneesthesia.—Read before the District Medical Society for the 
County of Burlington, Jan. 11, 1853. By I. P. Coteman, M. D. 
President of the Society. 


Gentlemen—During that long period of darkness, in which the myste- 
rious union of our physical and psychological conditions impressed the 
popular mind with a superstitious and awful reverence for the inanimate 
organism, medical philosophers were driven into the field of comparative 
anatomy, for the facts, which shed light on the pathology of their times. 
Notwithstanding the facilities afforded by the present enlightened state of 
civilized society, for the investigation of the causes of abnormal phenom- 
ena in the human subject, yet the comparative researches are daily con- 
tributing facts of immense importance to the Biologist, whilst the almost 
creative microscope is portraying in bold relief the mechanism and moye- 
ments of the heretofore imperceptible and unknown of our animalcular 
cotemporaries, illustrating the primordial movements of the more perfect 
organisms, the chemist is demonstrating the identity in composition of 
those substances, which enter into the tissues of both vegetable and ani- 
mal structures. So close indeed, is the relationship existing between the 
inferior animals and man, and so much do their movements depend on 
the same laws, that the analogical inferences of early observers were 
much sounder and of more practical importance than they were really 
supposed to have been. Therefore, by making proper allowance for the 
influence of the psychological element upon the movements of the human 
economy, the comparative facts occasionally met with, are of great value 
in the practical application of our science. It is true, the exaltation of 
cerebral development in man over the brute, must in some instances, im- 
pair the force of the analogy, but in many more, this influence is scarce- 
ly felt, and what is predicated of one, is equally true of the other. 

With these preliminaries, I proceed to the statement of a case which 
came iad my observation, illustrative of the possibility of the arrest of 
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very important functions, and suspension of highly conservative forces, 
without material injury to the general health. Or it may be, that the 
sympathies are more active when the physician is perplexed by the ab- 
sence of those symptoms which he is taught to consider invariable. In 
the autumn of 1851, being present at the slaughtering of a cow, my at- 
tention was arrested by the large size of the uterus, and upon subsequent 
inquiry I obtained the following history of the case. 

In the Spring of 1850, she produced her second or third calf; early in 
the summer the usual manifestations of salacity were satisfied, but re- 
turned again during the following spring and summer several times; be- 
ing indulged on each occasion with the desired intercourse. No depart- 
ure from good health was at any time observed by those having the care 
of her ; but lactatiop diminishing and fat accumulating through the sum- 
mer of 1851, she was turned off, and became excellent beef in the fall. 
The external outline of the uterus was irregular, presenting well marked 
elevations and depressions, instead of the globose form of the normally 
fecund organ. A long incision brought into view the form of a fetus, 
surrounded by the membranes, detached entirely from the uterine surface. 
The liquor amnii had been evacuated or absorbed, until the membranes 
resembled damp, dirty parchment. The placental mass was also detach- 
ed, and condensed into a similar appearance. The foetus was well formed, 
and apparently far advanced in the fourth month of gestation, present- 
ing some bristly buccal hairs. The skin was otherwise nudose. The 
fiesh was solid, firm and dry, resembling jerked beef, or such as nfight 
have been subjected to compression until all the fluids had been expelled. 
The viscera had undergone equal desiccation. 

In the entire absence of free fluid—in the hardness of the tii: 
hogany color, and membranous envelop, it presented a good specimen of 
mummy. No difference was perceived between the odor of this and the 
abdominal and thoracic cavities ; neither were there morbid appearances 
in any of the tissues of the uterus or its concomitant organs. A slight 
discoloration—a yellowish tinge, was observed on one quarter of the inte- 
rior uterine surface, but no approximation to structural degeneration. 

The vagina, tincee, and cervix uturi were healthy and fair. No apparent 
cause existed to prevent easy dilatation. There the fotus lay, quietly as 
the mummy in its cerements, and as little heeded by its sepulchre. What 
length of time it had been in this situation, and by what cause it was de~ 
tained, are the questions naturally suggested. The dryness of the whole 
structure, the membranes, skin, flesh, and viscera, under the circum- 
stance of its being entombed in an organ constantly moist, would reasou- 
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ably imply the lapse of considerable time. Perhaps, the idea that con- 
ception took place on the first sexual intercourse, is not untenable. The 
presence of an inanimate body in the uterus does not necessarily preclude * 
the possibility of renewed desire, but it is adequate to the prevention of 
conception. While gestation, the peculiar function of the uterus, is in ac- 
tive operation, that of the ovaries is suspended ; consequently, as salacity 
in the brute depends on ovulation, it cannot happen during fetal vitality. 
But when development has ceased under circumstances which do not 
arouse morbid sympathies, the ovarian activity may be resumed with its 
appropriate physical manifestations. The casting off of new ova from the 
ovaries may therefore be attended by the evidence of sexual desire, but 
the existence of the foreign body in the uterus is effectual protection 
against conception. The inference from the above considerations is, that 
conception took place on the first occasion ; that arrest of development oc- 
curred during the fourth month ; that morbid sympathies were not exci- 
ted ; that the congeneric organs being in healthy tone, their functions 
were resumed, ovulation was the result, and salacity the evidence. This 
result once effected, could be repeated upon the re-production of that 
amount of functional force, which had been exhausted by the preceding 
effort. Judging from appearances, that foetus might have remained in 
situ an indefinite length of time, surrounded by tissues enjoying the full 
yigor of nutrient and chemical vitality, but diminished sensibility, and 
itself claiming an immunity from the ordinary laws of chemical decom- 
position. It has been said that no mechanical obstacle prevented the ex- 
pulsion of the foetus ; we must therefore, look to the uterus for the cause 
of detention. This may have consisted in anzesthesia of its sentient or 
esodic nerves, either in their expansion on the internal surface of that 
organ, or in their course to the spinal axis, or it may have existed in pa- 
ralysis of the reflex, or motor neryes in their progress from that centre. 
Either of the conditions cited, is sufficient for the simple effect of reten- 
tion. It is therefore unnecessary to call into requisition the agency of 
the sympathetic, although it contributes to the plexus which supplies the 
uterus, and may somewhat assist in peristaltic movements, it is certainly 
inadequate to the production of those exquisitely tonic spasms by which 
the parturient effort is accomplished. The origin of such results can 
only be recognized in the spinal system, and implies a soundness and in- 
tegrity in its diastaltic circuit. Without the impulse of the excitors the 
motor force cannot be brought into activity, muscular contraction and 
consequent expulsion cannot take place. Were the excitors in normal 
condition, and the motors deranged, morbid sympathies must have been 
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aroused in distant organs, through its great splanchnic associations, in 
the attempt of the excitors to awaken the energies of the motor division 

‘of the circuit. Such tumult does not seem to have existed, as the good 
health of the animal gave assurance of general functional integrity. We 
therefore infer the soundness of the latter portion of the circuit, as ner- 
vous influence once communicated to the spinal axis must be reflexed, 
and if not to its appropriate organ, it will be to the disturbance of others 
in its sympathetic connexion. Thus we arrive at the conclusion, that 
diminished sensibility in the excitors was the cause of this protracted 
and harmless probation. 

Such facts are of practical value, a8 they teach us not to attempt a 
treatment too perturbating or meddlesome, in those cases where the tissues 
tolerate the presence of abnormal productions, without calling into activ- 
ity the sympathies of important organs, for the very ansesthesia which 
permits their presence is opposed to their ready removal by absorption, 
or to their expulsion through the operation of medicinal agents. 

It is not presumed that all similar cases in. the human subject will 
present examples of equal tolerance. In persons of nervous temperament, 
and highly cultivated sensibilities, the knowledge of the existence of such 
productions would cause a state of mental disquietude, sufficient to dis- 
turb the functions of the whole assemblage of sympathetic viscera. The 
vertical position of the human frame might also render it less tolerable, 
than the horizontal one of the animal, yet we know that gravid women 
in good health, and of active habits, do carry much greater weight with- 
out inconvenience. Would any of the reputed ecbolica have been capa- 
ble of casting off the encumberance, under the above circumstance of tor- 
pid sensibility? I presume not. We know the impotency of such arti- 
cles in producing their specific effects, when unaided by a natural effort 
in that direction, and the potency of the most active of that class in pro- 
ducing unconsciousness and tetanoid spasm in the museles of volition, 
through the panthodic property of the medulla spinalis. I therefore hold 
it to be good practice in many such cases, and those of tumors in the 
éellular structures, to quiet the apprehensions of the patient, to inspire 
a reasonable hope, and leave the heroic remedies on the shelf of the 


apothecary. 





Interesting Post Mortem Examination. By I. P. Coteman, M. D. 


Mrs. 8. aged 40, has been, during the last eight years, subject to an 
aching distress in the right side, oceasional attacks of severe pain, and 
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uniform inability to lie on the left side without producing a dragging 
and tearing sensation in that of the right. For some months past the 
paroxysms of acute pain have been much more frequent, and, as deseri- 
bed, seemed to indicate the passage of gall-stones, or severe cramp colic. 
Several physicians have attended her at different times. I first saw her 
on the 8th of November, when laboring under a severe and most distress- 
ing attack. For 12 hours, the pain, nausea and vomiting had been al- 
most incessant. The pains were intermitting and paroxysmal, and refer- 
red to the epigastric and hypogastric regions. Almost immediately upon 
the accession of the pain, the vomiting would commence, and the quanti- 
ty was enormous, filling an ordinary wash-basin at three or four parox- 
ysms. The character of the ejected fluid was purulent stercor so exceed- 
ingly offensive as to expel the attendants from the apartment. In the 
early period of the attack, there had been a small alvine dejection. The 
general character of the bowels was tardiness, approximating to constipa- 
tion. Strong sinapisms were applied to the epigastrium, and opium in 2 
grain pills, immediately after each emesis which succeeded after the third 
dose in subduing both the pain and vomiting. On the following day 
she was sitting up, felt as well as could have been expected, but complain- 
ed of abdominal soreness, particularly in the right lumbar region. Left 
three or four doses comp. cath. pills, to be taken at intervals of one day, 
with instructions to inform me if worse, in a day or two. In three weeks 
I was again summoned to witness a similar scene in every apparent fea- 
ture. As she reported a great improvement in her health for the first 
ten or twelve days from the former treatment, the same course was again 
pursued with similar relief. In three weeks I was again called: the 
quantity ejected at this time was great, and the fetor intolerable. From 
this time until her demise she was under the attendance of Dr. Elwell, 
who states that the vomiting never ceased, nor were the bowels freely 
evacuated. The stomach would only retain farinaceous food for some 
month past, and latterly not any thing. 

The leading peculiarities in the physical signs of this ease, independent 
of the constant soreness of the right epigastric and lumbar regions, were 
the localities of the pain in the acute paroxysm; these were referred to 
the back, to the epigastrium, and the region of the uterus. In fact, the 
pains so much resembled violent parturient efforts, that had it not been 
for the stercoraceous vomiting, the disease might have been considered 
uterine, and the emesis a sympathetic disturbance. I must here remark, 
that the cathartic medicine which I gave her was reported to have acted 
with tolerable freedom. The patient died on the night of the 9th inst., 








140 Post Mortem Examination. [ Fes. 


and yesterday a post mortem was conducted by Dr. Elwell and myself. 
Upon exposing the abdominal cavity, one of the most extensive specta- 
cles of disease was presented, that I have ever seen. The omentum spread 
from side to side, and descending to the pubes was thick, engorged, car- 
neous, from the quantity of fibrin thrown upon, and adherent to it, re- 
sembling a bruised, mangled, stratum of flesh. Fibrin had been thrown 
out in all directions, on the right side, from the iliac fossa to the portal 
vessels, agglutinating the ascending and transverse colon, the duodenum, 
@ portion of the small intestines, the pancreas and serous tunic of the 
stomach, and right parietal peritoneum, in one heterogeneous indescribable 
mass. The right lobe of the liver was shrunken, atrophied to one half 
the normal size, and melanotic in hue. 

The convex surface of the liver was occupied by a conglomerated mass 
of fatty tubercles, from the size of a pea to that of a filbert, in the aggre- 
gate having a base of three inches, and an elevation of one inch above 
the plane of the surface, with a depression in the centre, having a cica- 
trized appearance, as though it might have been the site of a former 
abscess. The lower point was also the subject of fatty induration, which, 
upon being cut into resembled fat, blended with thick turbid oil. The 
left lobe was free from induration, but rather dark for good health. The 
gall bladder was very small and collapsed, containing but f3 ij, of yellow 
bile, and two rough spherical stones, one of the size of a filbert, and free; 
the other the size of a pea, and adherent to the cyst at the orifice of the 
duct. For a long time the exploration was retarded by the rapiéflow into 
the cavity of the abdomen, of a vast quantity of the purulent matter, such 
as had been vomited ; in it was found cranberries, persimmon seeds, and 
the doctor’s pills. After two or three quarts of such fluid had been re- 
moved by the sponge, the extent of the disease was apparent. The whole 
visible surface of the intestines was engorged. The duodenum was gan- 
grenous throughout its whole extent, with two lesions of three inches in 
length, each. The agglutinated mass of intestines, with the engrmous 
quantity of semi organized lymph, all adherent to the lumbar vertebree 
and right side, formed a number of sinuses and cavities where large 
quantities of pus were formed, which"found its way into the cavity of the 
abdomen, and through the lesions of the duodenum into the stomach. A 
thick, heavy adhesion, attached the lower convexity of the stomach to the 
transverse colon, at which point was a carcinomatous degeneration three 
inches in length and nearly two in thickness. The calibre of the colon 
nearly obliterated. The beautifully condensed fibrous strata running 
longitudinally through the mass, were very conspicuous. That the vomit- 
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ing should have been stercoraceous and purulent is by no means a matter 
of surprise. The symptoms of the passage of gall-stones are no longer a 
doubt. The adhesion of all the abdominal viscera to the vertebree, affords 
a solution to the pain in the back. The cancer in the colon, to the epi- 
gastric pain. Can the hypogastric distress be as well accounted for? 
The left ovarium was greatly enlarged, and but for its black venous ap- 
pearance, I should suppose it to be an incipient multilocular dropsy. In 
the cavity of the uterus was found a little pendulous, oblong body, six 
lines in length and four in diameter, attached to the orifice of the right 
fallopian tube. It contained a cavity which was lined with what appear- 
ed to be a mucous membrane. The uterine surface was spread over with 
a layer of dark blood, but no appearance of fibre. 
Pemberton, N. J. Jan. 1853. 





“God in Disease.’ By Arret Hunton, M. D. 


[Nore py THE Epiror. We are not willing that our pages should be 
open to the discussion of the subject embraced in the following essay, 
though we admit the article of Dr. Hunton, because we have an instinc- 
tive sense of regard for men of venerable years, particularly when they 
belong to our own profession, and as our correspondent has manifested a 
becoming interest in the prosperity of our work, as a journalist. He will 
however, not be unwilling for us to say, perhaps, which we do with great 
respect, that his article appears to disprove the position, which he desires 
to establish. 

If disease is the infliction of punishment for the violation of law, then 
the author of the law becomes the inflicter of the penalty. In the case 
of the mechanic, who is supposed to submit himself to the causes of dis- 
ease, and then suffers, and dies from its effects, he only exhibits his folly 
= sumption in the act of exposure; but if the law violated by him- 

if, has a Divine Author, then the consequences of the violation must 
Dg traced to the same immutable Source. 

The hint to clergymen we do not object to, though we think our pro- 
fession, perhaps, would wince a little, if in the exercise of their high of- 
fice, our ministerial brethren were to assume “to teach the structure 
and functions of our bodies, and the laws that govern them.” Yet, even 
this, we think with Dr. H. would be “more honorable,” than to give 
their names, and influence, to the venders of patent medicines. 

Having said thus much, we leave the subject, with the essay, for the 
consideration of those of our readers who may be interested in it; trust- 
ing that our friend, Dr. H. will pardon the youthful. ardor, which per- 
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haps, may betray itself in this prefatory note, in opposition to sentiments 
advanced by one of riper years and maturer experience. ] 


In the twelfth number of the Reporter, 1852, page 433, under the 
head of Bibliographical Notices, a book,by James F. Duncan, the title of 
which is, “‘ God in disease,” is noticed. The bare title is all I know of it, 
but supposing it teaches what I frequently hear promulgated by indivi- 
duals, that God is the immediate cause of our maladies, and dissolution, 
I dissent from the opinion. Physicians are the last men who ought to 
be bigoted, or superstitious ; and when I hear a man greeted Doctor, I 
ought to be assured he is a man of science, the etymology being Doceo ; 
he ought to be a teacher, or capable of teaching, he ought also to be a 
philosopher, for the whole of our science is philosophical. 

If any one is disposed to aver that the Great first cause has created 
our bodies frail, that we are susceptible of disease when we expose our- 
selves to the causes of disease, I will admit the fact. I have an objec- 
tion to the young or old being taught that God is directly the cause of 
our maladies. We are the authors of our sickness, by errors in diet, ex- 
ercise, ventilation, intemperance, &c. infringement of the physical laws of 
our frame ; any thing carried to excess is intemperance. If our disease is 
from hereditary predisposition, it implies a wrong in our ancestors, and 
these are the causes of all our ills, aside from accidents. It is averred 
with much truth, by late writers, that great exertions are in progress to 
improve our domestic animals, to the entire neglect of the human species. 
Let us examine our own habits, and try to improve them. 

If a mechanic in one of our cold winter days, with his shop at summer 
heat, steps out, minus hat and coat, while in a sensible perspiration, to see 
some passer by, and procrastinates his stay longer than he intended, he 
feels chilly, but cannot leave his friend as soon as he ought. When he re- 
turns to his shop he has a chill and fever, and finally a peripneumony which 
ends his days. Has Gop caused this man’s disease or death? It is no- 
thing more or less than an infringement of one of the laws of the human 
frame ; the man violated this law, and suffered the penalty. Is a man 
in a state of intoxication at night, he will be sick the next morning; did 
God make him sick? In the vicinity of my residence three’ men have 
lately died of delirium tremens, after a long course of tippling and drunk- 
enness; did those men kill themselves by infringing on one of the physi- 
cal laws of their frames, or did God kill them?. My wish is to be ra- 
tional and consistent, and not adopt any sentiments except such as will 
stand the test of scrutiny. I request others to do the same ; let us think, 
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test, judge, have our minds open to conviction, even should it thwart 
some of our cherished theories; “he who never alters his mind, never 
corrects any of his errors.’ Our world is progressing ; science is onward; 
investigation is the order of the day; let the medical profession re- 
port progress, and where evidence and reason point the way, follow, and 
you will seldom be in the wrong path; let the profession occupy the first 
rank in science, morals, and integrity. 

After this great First Cause has made physical laws to govern our frames, 
which are immutable, and we implicitly obey them, we shall be afflicted 
with very few diseases, shall live to a good old age, and wear out like 
useful machines ; but if we disobey or infringe on those laws, sickness, 
pain, and anguish will follow as a punishment. God has prepared reme- 
dies to heal all our maladies, if they are judiciously applied; but should 
they be injudiciously applied, they must be inert, or do harm. And 
further, God has not informed us of the medical virtues of any ar- 
ticle in the materia medica, but left that for our investigation; this 
ought to excite us to diligence, and to exert ourselves to the utmost, 
to fathom His law on this subject. It will be acknowledged by every 
medical man, that rhubarb was made for a cathartic; but let an 
illiterate, ignorant pretender, prescribe rhubarb, as an emetic, saying to 
the patient, I think by the Divine blessing, this will cause you to vomit ; 
will he not be very liable to be disappointed? He has not used it 
for the purpose God intended, and will He abrogate His laws, to 
conform to the caprice, or ignorance of any man; if He does, He is not 
immutable! Again, a patient is afflicted with diabetes; one of the facul- 
ty, without sufficient reflection, or investigation, prescribes nitrous sether, 
or nitrate of potash, to avert the flow of urine ; will not the prescriber be 
foiled? The medicine will not be blessed to the healing of the patient, 
because it was not intended to produce such an effect. A patient 
has a catarrh, or common cold, he does not expectorate, and he is direct- 
ed to take an infusion made of our most astringent vegetables; think you 
that blessings will be conferred on the prescription so as to produce an 
expectorant effect? This subject may be illustrated in a thousand ways, 
and all tend to the same result. I first seek to know the medical vir- 
tues of the article I use, and what effect it was intended to produce on 
the human frame ; and then investigate the nature of the disease. Then 
I think I can prescribe in a judicious manner, and if in season, I shall 
not often be disappointed. I intend to investigate the specific virtues of 
my prescriptions ; the location, and etiology of the disease I ‘am prescrib- 
ing — that I may be capable of giving a reason for my mode of prac- 
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tice. While I am on this part of my subject, I may allude to the fact, 
that, clergymen are very prone, on funeral occasions, to aver to the 
bereft, that God has taken away their friend: whereas, it is the disease 
that kills the patient, in consequence of his disregarding, or violating the 
physical laws of our natures. I fear my ideas will disturb some tender 
mind, but I will endeavor to write nothing but truth, and where that 
points the way, there I shall travel, should I be alone; but I feel confi- 
dent I shall have the thinking and reflecting for my associates. If our 
clergymen were to teach the structure, and functions of our bodies, 
and the laws that govern the human frame, and the impropriety of trans- 
gressing those laws, it would be of incalculable benefit to the human fa- 
mily; and more honorable than to see their names appended to patent 
‘ medicines. These wholesome precepts are, however, usually disregarded. 
Hyde Park, Vi., Jan. 1853. 
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EDITORIAL. 


New Jessky Mepicau LysTITuTE, LOCATED AT BURLINGTON. 


Among our advertisements will be found an announcement of a course 
of lectures by the members of this new Association. A word or two only 
about it. It is not intended to confer degrees, or diplomas, but to offer 
familiar didactic, and clinical instruction to students in the summer sea- 
son. It is an experiment, the success of which is yet to be proved. 
Those who compose it have manifested an independent, and enterprising” 
spirit in its projection, though we suppose there will be persons, in com- 
munity, who will receive it with prejudice and distrust. We hope and 
believe however, that all highminded and honorable physicians, who are 
lovers of their profession, from other, than motives of gain or interest, 
will be glad to know that the spirit of medical improvement in New. Jer- 
sey, is expanding its powers, and influence, in a direction so important. 


WHAT MAY BE EXPECTED. 


We have always desired to make the Reporter useful, and at the same 
time to, furnish a variety of matter to our readers. In the next number 
we propose to introduce to their notice a, portrait and short biographical 
sketch of Prof. George B. Wood, M. D., of Philadelphia, who is one of 
the bright stars of New Jersey, that has adorned the medical profession 
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of this country, with many contributions of learning, experience, and 
skill. The engraving will be prepared especially for our own use, and 
will belong to the New Jersey Journal; it will be the commencement of 
a series of portraits, particularly of distinguished physicians who are na- 
tives of; or who may belong to our own State; and though we shall not 
be able to present an engraving for each number, we hope to secure two 
or three for every succeeding volume. Our expenses will be increased, 
not a little, by this arrangement, and we look to our friends, to do some- 
thing in order to enlarge our subscription list. There is no other Medi- 
cal Journal in the United States, so far as we know, that possesses 
such a feature, and it is certainly desirable to preserve the likenesses and 
biography of men who have labored prominently, and faithfully to 
promote our noble science. Who will send us more subscribers, that we 
may pay for this useful and attractive embellishment? We expect 
also to furnish, in our next issue, the proceedings of the annual meet- 
ing of our State Medical Society, held on the 25th of last month. 


PRocEEDINGS OF Mepican Socreri£s. 


The Annual Meeting of the Burlington County District Medical Soci- 
ety, was held at the house of R. C. Humphreys, Mount Holly, on the 
11th day of January, 1853: the President in the Chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, amended, and adopted. 
Members present, Drs. Coleman, (Pres’t.) Stratton, A. Reid, Z. Read, 
Budd, Woolston, R. H. Page, Butler and Gauntt. Dr. Wm. L. Martin, 
of Rancocas village, having been proposed for membership at the last 
meeting, produced his credentials, which were examined and found en- 
tirely satisfactory. 

On motion, the candidate was balloted for, and unanimously elected a 
member of this Society. 

On motion of Dr. Stratton, Dr. Wm. H. Worthington, of Mount Holly, 
(the candidate being absent Dr. Stratton vouched for the correctness of 
his eredentials,) who was proposed for membership at the last meeting, 
was balloted for, and unanimously elected a member of this Society. 

On motion of Dr. Gauntt, the President appointed Dr. Butler a ¢om- 
mittee to report resolutions with reference to the decease of one of our mem- 
bers, Dr. E. A. Heintzelman, which had occurred since our last meeting. 

The Committee report the following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, It pleased an all wise Providence, on the 11th of Nov. 1852, 
suddenly to remove by death, an active and honored member of the Dis- 
trict Medical Society of the county of Burlington : 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Edwin A. Heintzelman, late of Co- 
lumbus, this Society is called to mourn the Joss of one of its most pro- 
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mising members—one whom we had learned to love and respect for his: 
many social and professional virtues. 

Resolved, That in the casualty which summoned him without warning 
into the presence of the Judge of all the earth, we recognize the hand of 
the Almighty, and regard it as a warning to us to be also ready, as “at 
an hour when we think not,’ we also may be called from time into eter- 
nity. 

ocheal That the sympathies of the members of this Socicty, in their 
individual and collective capacity, be, and are hereby extended to the 
family of the deceased, and that it be the duty of the Secretary to fur- 
nish a copy of these Resolutions to his widow and parents. —- 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be placed on the Minutes of the So- 
ciety, and published in the New Jersey Medical Reporter, and the news- 
papers of the county. 

Dr. Budd and Dr. Page, who were appointed a Committee to examine 
the Treasurer’s accounts, report that they find a balance in his hands due 
the Society, of $26 203. 

Dr. Bryan, of Beverly, and Dr. Wright, of Columbus, were proposed: 
for membership. | 

On motion /esolved, That the by-law relating to the amount (ten dol- 
lars) to defray the expense of representing this Society at the meetings 
of the State Medical Society, be expunged. 

On motion, Resolved, That the delegates appointed by this Society to 
represent it at the meetings of the State Medical Society, shall have their 
actual and necessary road fare paid on presenting bills for the same, to 
the Treasurer of this Society. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year was held, when 

Dr. 8. W. Burtzr was elected President. 
Dr. R..H. Pace « —« —— Vice-President. 
Dr. B. H. Strarton « Treasurer. 
Dr. F. GAuNTT #6 Secretary. 

Drs. 8. Woolston, A. Reid, R. H. Page, and William L. Martia, were 
appointed delegates to represent this Society at the annual meeting of 
the State Medical Society, at Trenton, with power to fill vacancies. 

Dr. Coleman, the President, read a paper before the Society upon 
“Uterine Anzsthesia.”’ 

On motion, Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be tendered to 
the President for his address, with the request of a copy for publication. 

R. C. Humphreys’ bill for dinners, &c., amounting to $8 25, was or- 
dered to be paid. 

On motion, the Society adjourned to meet at the house of S. B. Cam- 
pion, in Mount Holly, on the second Tuesday in April, 1853. 


FRANKLIN GAUNTT, Sec’y. 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


There are several matters on our table this month, requiring a passing 
notice, among which are the following :-— 
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The American Journal of Pharmacy. This excellent Journal com- 
mences its 25th vol. with the present year, and with it a new series. 
The work will be enlarged considerably by being issued every otber 
month, instead of Quarterly as heretofore, each number containing 96 
pages as formerly, the price of subscription also remaining the same, viz: 
$3.00 a year in advance. This work is well worthy the patronage of 
Pharmaceutists and Physicians. Edited by WM. Proctor, Jr., Philada. 


The New York Medical Gazette has undergone another change of 
form, and will hereafter be issued monthly at $2,00 per annum. It is 
improved in its typography and arrangement, but it seems to us some of 
its divisions savor too much of the popular monthly catch-pennies, for a 
scientific journal. We would recommend our confrere to let Harper’s 
and other magazines monopolize such departments as “ Editor’s Easy 
Chair”—and “ Editor’s Portfolio.” We notice some references to co- 
temporaneous New York Journals, which we cannot but regard as un- 
called for, and calculated to injure rather than promote the circulation of 
the Gazette. Dr. Reese is an energetic man, and will undoubtedly com- 
mand a valuable range of contributions. 


The Southern Journal of the Medical and Physical Sciences. Surely, 
wonders will never cease. It seems but yesterday that we left Tennessee, 
our native State, a wilderness comparatively, and now it has, (we will 
not say supports), four medical periodicals, some of which we believe 
must die unless they consent to unite their fortunes. The Southern 
Journal appears well, and certainly has the elements of success,—good 
contributions,—good selections, and, we would fain believe, good editors. 
Success to the enterprize ; we will exchange with pleasure. 

Edited by Drs. Jonn W. Kina and Wm. P. Jonzs in the Depart- 
ment of Practical Medicine and Surgery ; R. O. Curry, M. D., Chemis- 
try and Pharmacy ; and B. Woop, M. D., Dental Surgery, etc. Nasx- 
VILLE, TENN., Bi-monthly 72 pages, $2.00 a year ALWAYs in advance. 


The Esculapian. This is the title of a medical newspaper intended 
for popular rather than professional reading. It is a quarto monthly of 
eight pages, edited by C. D. Griswoxp, M. D., and published at 108 
Nassau street, New York, at one dollar a year. 

The number on our table seems to be unexceptionable in character 
and matter, and we doubt not the work is calculated to do good, by dif- 
fusing correct notions of medicine among the people. We wish Dr. Gris- 
wold success in his enterprize. 


Chemistry ; its importance to the Physician, is the subject of an in- 
troductory lecture by J. J. Rexsz, M. D., Prof. of Medical Chemistry 
and Pharmacy in the Medical, Department of Pennsylvania College. 
This is a clear and forcible argument in favor of the study of Chemistry 
by the medical man. It is well for the practicing physician to read such 
arguments occasionally, as they may serve to arouse his dormant ener- 
gies to the pursuit of some important branch, which otherwise might be 
neglected. 
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History of the University of Louisville, an Introductory Lecture by L. 
P. Yanpett, M. D., Prof. of Physiology and Pathological Anatomy in 
that Institution. This school seems to have originated at Lexington, the 
preliminary steps having been taken by Dr. William Richardson as early 
as 1816. A faculty was organized, in connection with the Transylvania 
University in 1817, and after several organizations and re-organizations, 
an attempt was made in 1833 to remove to Louisville as a more availa- 
ble location for the school. This project had the effect of dividing the 
faculty, and a portion of it, among whom was Dr. Yandell removed to 
Louisville where, from an indifferent beginning the Medical Department 
of the Louisville University has grown to be one of the most important 
medical institutions of the West. The late Dr. Daniel Drake, a native 


of this State, was for many years connected with the above School. 
* 


MISCELLANY. 


M. Blandet in the Comptes Rendus recommends the Chloride of Ba- 
rium, as superior to either the Hyposulphite of Soda or the Chloride of 
Zine as an antiseptic injection, the former combining the peculiar anti- 
septic properties of both the others. ‘This salt (Chloride of Barium), 
maintains the blood liquid the same as the salt of Soda, and preserves it 
without odor the same as the salt of Zinc.” 


Capital operations involving joints, although by no means a distin- 
guishing feature of modern surgery, are however, coming more and more 
into vogue. We recently published a case of excision of the knee joint. 
In the Novenher number of the New York Journal of Medicine, Prof. 
W. Parker publishes a case of amputation at the knee joint, and follows 
it with a record of cases which have occurred in the practice of Ameri- 
can and Huropean Surgeons. The following is the general summary. 
In American practice, 12 cases, 8 deaths, 9 recoveries. In Foreign 

ractice 28 cases, 12 deaths, 16 recoveries. Malgaigne and Jeger’s ecol- 
he 46 cases, 22 deaths, 24 recoveries. Total, 86 cases, 37 deaths, 
49 recoveries; per centage of deaths 43. 


Summer Schools of Medicine appear to be increasing. One has re- 
cently been established in Cincinnati. The Lecturers are Drs. Landon 
Rives, 8. H. Smith, W. H. Cobb, J. F. Wright, P. J. Buckner, D. C. 
Tandy, W. Carson, Charles W. Wright, and James Graham.. The lec- 
tures commence on the third eakay in March, and continue sixteen 
weeks, three or four lectures being delivered daily. 

The article on the “ Treatment of Hooping Cough” m the January 


number of the Buffalo Medical Journal, has the ee of having 
been condensed from an editorial on p. 436 of our volume. It is 


oredited to the Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery, a work we 
never see. There is too much of this borrowing without credit. Of 
course we can ‘attach no blame to the editor of the Buffalo Journal. 


A correspondent of the Toronto North American presents a sad picture 
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of the state of affairs in the Canada Provincial Lunatic Asylum. It 
seems to us, that in this enlightened day, such wealthy and populous 
states as the two Canadas, ought to have each an Asylum where unfortu- 
nate lunaties can have proper care and attention. We have seen lunatic 
wanderers in the streets of some of their principal cities, the very recol- 
lection of whom is painful to us. Humanity calls for reform in this re- 
spect among our northern neighbors. 


Dr. George Mendenhall has withdrawn his name as assistant editor of 
the Western Lancet, on account of other pressing and imperative duties 
of a professional character. 


Dr. W. P. Jones recommends in the Southern Journal of the Medical 
and Physical Sciences, a rather novel method of treating Infantile As- 
phyxia. After using the ordinary means for half an hour or more, with- 
out success, he resorted to the following extraordinary one. Observing 
the father enter the room “ bearing upon his breath the odor of alcohol’ 
the idea struck him that by using him for an inflator, the stimulus of the 
alcohol might accomplish what he had begun to despair of accomplishing 
in any other way. The experiment proved successful, which induces the 
doctor to suggest that, “in the absence of a drunken husband, the ac- 
eoucheur inhale the vapor of alcohol, or spirits of camphor, immediately 
previous to inflating the lungs of the child.” 


A new Medical Journal is to be started in Richmond Va., in April, by 
Drs. Geo. A. Otis and H. L. Thomas. Each number is to contain 
eighty large octavo pages embracing the various topies usually treated of 
in medical periodicals. Terms, Five Dollars a year. It must be an ex- 
cellent journal to compete with the Stethoscope unless that is going to be 
“absorbed,” and surely Virginia will not.allow that! It really makes 
us feel old to see these ups and downs among medical periodicals. 


People in this vicinity who pass for sober, staid citizens, are all agog 
on the subject of moving tables and other furniture, by means of a mys- 
terious influence variously denominated electricity and animal magnetism, 
which is brought to bear by several persons placing their hands upon said 
articles. Those whose powers of observation we cannot call in question, 
except on the score of delusion, aver that these things are facts, though 
after several attempts, neither we, or any company with which we have 
been associated, have as yet been able to accomplish the feat. One of 
two things is certain, either this is a grand humbug, or a grand discovery. 
If any of our readers have investigated the matter we would be much 
obliged for an intelligent and philosophical explanation of the phenomenon. 

* 





DEATHS OF PHYSICIANS. 


We propose hereafter to publish as complete a list of deaths of physi- 
cians in all sections of the country, as we can obtain from contempora- 
neous journals and other sourees. The record will, we believe be accep- 
table and useful to our increasing list of subscribers. 
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Died, In New York, Jan. 7, John W. Hubbell, M. D. wt 28. 
Jan 3d, Dr. Richard Beall, Surveyor of Prince George Co., Md. 
—— Recently in Paris, Dr. Julian Taylor of Alexandria, Va. 


In Hoboken, N. J., recently, Dr. Charles C. Sheppard, a young 
practitioner. His death was caused by inoculation with poisonous mat- 
ter from the vaginal secretions of a parturient patient.— Boston Journal. 


At Bridgeton, N. J., on the 10th instant, of Pulmonary Con- 
sumption, Edward M. Porter M. D., in the 28th year of his age. 

Few men, numbering so few years, have passed away from us, who 
have made so favorable an impression, upon the community as did Dr. 
Porter. He had many and warm friends, such as it is not only a plea- 
sure but an honour to possess, whose appreciation of his many excellent 
qualities gives additional poignancy to their grief, at his early removal. 
He commenced the practice of medicine at Greenwich in the spring of 
1849, where his naturally superior qualities of mind, his attainments in 
medical science, high sense of moral rectitude, good address, courteous 
and kind manners, and untiring devotion to his profession, gained for 
him in an unusually short time, that confidence and esteem as a Physi- 
cian, which is ordinarily attained only by years of unremitted attention. 
In but a little more than two years after he had entered upon the duties 
of his profession, he was stricken down by the disease, which in a few 
months terminated his short, but useful and honorable career. It will be 
consolatory to those of his friends who could not be near him in his last 
sickness, to learn, that during these weary and painful months, he was 
sustained by that religion, of which, before God, Angels and men, he 
made a public profession at his baptism in the Presbyterian Church at 
Greenwich. He had that trust in God and confidence in his mercy, 
which can legitimately result only from hearty repentance, and true faith, 
and was expressed in his dying words “I shall soon be with the Angels,” 
and calmly fell asleep in Jesus.— West Jersey Pioneer. 














ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


Adhesion of the Placenta— The topical use of Kreosote in effecting its 
detachment. By W. L. Fever, M. D., Sumpter Dist., S. C.—Messrs. 
Editors :—Having seen, in the last number of the Charleston Medical 
Journal and Review, an article on the adhesion of the placenta with the 
uterus, accompanied by fatal hemorrhage, by Dr. Mayes, of Sumpter, (a 
gentleman with whom I am not personally acquainted, but for whom I 
entertain the highest professional regard,) with an inquiry as to the best 
mode of managing such cases, I shall deem it no intrusion to point out 
the course, as pursued by myself, in two parallel cases, and if the mode I 
recommend shall afford any information, and contribute in the slightest 








—- how 2: Beedle fe oe ee 


a 


ae 2 oc = 


7 Ff eK 05 0 OOS eS oO 


- 








XUM 


1853. ] Eclectic and Summary Department. 151 


degree to the well-being of suffering humanity, I will be amply eompen- 
sated for the few moments consumed in addressing you upon the subject. 

Mrs. was taken in labor on Tuesday night, the 19th November, 
1839, with her third child, and was managed by an ordinary old mid- 
wife, untilthe morning of the 21st, at which time I was sent for. I 
found her in “ hard labor,’”’ and apparently much exhausted, during the 
intervals of pain—indeed, such was the exhaustion, that before the pains 
had entirely left she would fall into profound sleep, from which she 
would presently be roused by their recurrence. There was some slight 
hemorrhage, and her breathing hurried and short. I determined to lose 
no time in her delivery, so I accordingly introduced the forceps and ter- 
minated the case. The child was alive, rather larger than ordinary, and 
did well. After I had terminated the labor she fell asleep, in which 
state I permitted her to indulge for an hour or more, when I was sudden- 
ly called to the bedside, in consequence of a severe uterine hemorrhage 
making its appearance. I used some frictions over the uterus, upon the 
abdomen, and attempted to remove the placenta, by drawing at the cord. 
Finding this course ineffectual, I introduced the hand into the vagina, 
and carried it up into the uterus, directly to the part where the after- 
birth was situated. This taanipulation resulted in the discovery of its 
firm adhesion to the upper and right side of the uterus. I attempted to 
insinuate the fingers between the uterus and placenta, and tear or peel it 
away. I failed in the attempt, and finding that the hemorrhage contin- 
ued to increase, and became alarming, I gave her opium combined with 
acet. lead, hoping to arrest the flooding and relax the system. In this I 
also failed.. The hemorrhage now became very alarming, and I enter- 
tained serious apprehensions for her safety. 

I next ordered 20 grains of ergot, to be given in two doses, with an 
interval of 30 or 40 minutes between the two. Not as yet successful in 
removing the placenta or arresting the hemorrhage, I again introduced 
the hand, and an effort was made to get it away any how, provided I 
could do so without injury. This was attended with no better success. 
Black despair seemed to fasten itself upon every countenance, and while 
in this labyrinthian quandary, and with strong misgivings for the safety 
of the patient, the flooding became very profuse. 

Not satisfied to be thus defeated, I determined at once to introduce a 
sponge, well soaked in a watery solution of kreosote, carry it to the ad- 
herent placenta, pass it around and wet the parts freely with it. It was 
not many moments before I felt assured, from the diminished quantity of 
blood that trickled down the arm, that the hemorrhage was about to be 
controlled, and in a short time more it was entirely arrested. With the 
other hand I applied force to the funis umbilicalis, and the placenta 
came away very readily. I wetted the surface over which the placenta 
had been adhering, and withdrew the hand, and next used frictions upon 
the abdomen, over the uterus, thereby securing the perfect contraction of 
the same. he hemorrhage never again returned, and the patient reco- 
vered speedily. 

The other case, a colored woman, occurred on the 8th of March, 1848, 

19 
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I saw her three or four hours after the delivery of the child, and was re- 
ye gee to remove the placenta, in consequence of severe mine; and 
e exhaustion under which she labored. I attempted, in the usual way, 
to do so, but finding the hemorrhage would not yield, and that the cord 
would not bear much traction, I made an examination, and found the 
after-birth attached firmly to the fundus of the uterus. The parietes (if 
you will allow the expession) of the uterus, around the placenta, seemed 
protruded and contracted upon the placenta, as though an aperture or 
fistula had been made into the uterus, and the placenta shoved into it. 

The sponge, prepared as in the other case, was passed to the spot, and 
the same happy results followed, without any traction exerted upon the 
funis, and no inconvenience experienced by the patient, other than a sen- 
sation of warmth and slight uneasiness about the uterus, which soon sub- 
sided. 

A dose of oil was ordered for the patient—rest and an unirritating diet, 
enjoined for several days, completed the cure in a short time. 

Since then I have not had any other opportunity of testing the utility 
of the remedy. I, however, feel assured that the same good effects would 
in every instance result. 

If ever an opportunity should again offer, with the means at hand, I 
would try the introduction of the kreosote by injecting the blood-vessels 
of the cord. The modus operandi of the kreosote is for the consideration 
of the distinguished Professor referred to, of the Medical College of this 
State, and of which the gentleman making the inquiry has the honor 
himself to be an alumnus. 

I have my own peculiar notions upon the subject; but shall refrain 
for the present, from expressing them, hoping another cape may 
offer, when I shall feel myself bound to make a full exposition of the mi- 
nutize of the past and future cases.— Oharleston Medical Journal. 


Professional Acguirements.—We extract the followiug pertinent re- 
marks on this subject, from an able address by P. W. LeLanp, M. D. 
on Empiricism and its causes. The address was delivered before the 
Southern District Medical Society of Bristol Co., Mass., and was pub- 
lished in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. We have marked 
several passages, which we propose to transfer from time to time to our 
pages. - 


“T do not propose to constitute myself a judge in Israel, but I presume 
you will agree with me when I say, there is a fatal tendency among 
members of our profession, no matter where found, to rest satisfied, on 
entering practice, with their elementary acquirements. In the absence of 
that salutary collision which exists among members of the legal profes- 
sion, an isolated practitioner of medicine, unless gifted with a happy 
command over his intellectual necessities, is apt to fall into a narrow, 
lifeless routine in the discharge of his professional duties. His library, 
perhaps, is not large, and access to books generally difficult. What he 
may have read, though not well digested, now lacks the requisite fresh- 
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ness and novelty to entice him to a re-perusal. He is busy, and too often 
acquires the habit of hunting up particular information, and this only at 
the moment when it may be wanted. Great principles, and little details, 
escape his recollection, and his mind becomes professionally narrow. He 
finds himself generally able to meet all ordinary demands, and perhaps 
finally comes to believe that what he cannot do, cannot be done. True, 
there is a seeming excuse for indulgence in this mental laxity. One 
whose circle of practice embraces a large extent of territory, must neces- 
sarily be much of the time absent from home. His exposure, too, is 
great ; which, added to the want of regular sleep and wholesome relaxa- 
tion, often renders intellectual application irksome. Under such a condi- 
tion of life, he too often falls into the bad habit of snatching at books as 
he does at his dinner, and forgets the next day alike what he has read 
and what he has eaten. Perhaps, too, from education and standing, his 
services are required in the discharge of municipal and other public du- 
ties. These form an agreeable variety, and undoubtedly contribute some- 
thing to his social happiness. Nor is he called upon to forego them en- 
tirely. The fault is not, on the whole, that he has too much occupation, 
but really that he lives on without method. He is busy without system. 
His arrangements are without order; and for lack of these, the seeming 
excuse is no excuse at all. In the intervals of professional engagement, 
there is ordinarily full and ample time for all necessary study and for the 
performance of all other necessary duties. What is wanted is a judicious 
appropriation of a portion of this time to the great purpose of profession- 
al improvement. To the neglect of this, is owing, in instances quite too 
numerous, the failure of those who otherwise might have acquired, if not 
eminence, at least great respectability. One thing is certain, the practi- 
tioner who does not equal the wants of those among whom his lot is cast, 
must, sooner or later, divide with another what should have been all his 
own ; and when dissatisfaction comes, he should not be surprised if a 
bevy of quacks come along with it—quacks who, though by no means 
his equal in skill, are vastly his superiors in energy and activity. 

Now if the evil in such cases were to fall only on delinquents, there 
would be little or no ground for complaint. But this is far from being 
the case. The dissatisfied measure, perhaps, with here and there an ex- 
ception, the whole profession by those of our brethren who, from negli- 
gence, have failed in their duty to the public. The number of delin- 

uents may, therefore, be few, while the consequences of supineness in 

ese few are every where felt. Unless a physician is able to exhibit a 
marked superiority when compared with the quack, he must expect to 
find the quack a troublesome competitor. It is folly for any man, in this, 
the middle of the nineteenth century, to suppose that a diploma will 

teet him. He must do more than claim the honors of a Medical Col- 
ege; he must work, and that continually.” 


Method of Remedying Accidents caused by Chloroform.—A letter from 
M. Ricord was published in the Journal de Chimie in January, 1850, in 
which he describes a simple method practised by him in cases of serious 
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effects from the use of chloroform. He gives the particulars of two cases 
in which the method was successful. These we copy from the London 
Lancet. 

“ Case 1.—The patient who furnished the subject of my first case, 
was 8 woman of about twenty-six, from whom I was about to remove 
some growths of no great size. She was previously chloroformed, to 
which she only submitted after repeated entreaties, for she appeared to 
be excessively timid. 

“The anzesthetic effect of the chloroform was very rapid, for after a 
few respirations she appeared asleep ; the sponge was removed, and I com- 
menced excising the growths, but had scarcely given two or three cuts, 
when one of my assistant surgeons told me that the pulse appeared to be 
failing. I now saw, in fact, that the beating of the heart was suspend- 
ed, that all respiratory movements had ceased, and thgt the lips were livid, 
and hung down. The limbs were completely wlasel and the paleness 
of the face showed that the patient was in that state of syncope which is 
the herald of death. All the remedies indicated in such a case were 
forthwith employed, as cold currents of air, sprinkling cold water on the 
faee, tickling the nostrils, &c. Artificial respiration, by pressure on the 
walls of the chest, was tried. 

“The syncope continued, and death seemed close at hand. I began to 
be uneasy, and determined to try direct insufflation. I applied my mouth 
to that of the patient. After some inspirations the dying woman gave a 
sigh, her chest heaved, the face resumed its normal color, the heart and 
pulse commenced beating in an appreciable manner, and the eyes opened; 
respiration had again brought into play all the functions of life, and the 
return of sensation was evidenced by a smile. The patient was saved, 
and we escaped with the fright. 

“ Case 2.—The second time that I experienced the dangers of chloro- 
form was with a patient under my care in the Southern Hospital (Hopital 
du Midi.) He was a young man whose case required circumcision. As 
this operation is generally painful enough, he asked me to send him to 
sleep with the chloroform. A sponge impregnated with it was given him 
to respire from: the action was very rapid, without any appearance of 
preceding excitement, and the patient was soon plunged in total insensi- 
bility. I performed the operation, but when it was concluded, the pa- 
tient did not recover his consciousness, and remained in a state of alarm- 
ing stillness. The pulse gradually sank ; the heart ceased to beat ; all 
the sphincters were relaxed, and his cadaverous face seemed to testify 
that death was near. 

“ All the means I have indicated in the preceding case were tried, but 
without avail, and it became necessary to have recourse to insufflation, 
which had already so well succeeded in one case. Success crowned my 
efforts, and the patient recovered.””-—Boston Jowrnal. 


Veratrum Viride, or American Hellebore. By W. C. Norwoop, 
M. D., of Cokesbury, 8. C.—As an arterial sedative in pneumonia, Ty- 
phus, and other fevers and inflammations, the Tinct. of American Helle- 
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bore, is eliciting at present considerable remark and attention on the part 
of the profession. One of the peculiar properties of this article is, its 
power to control the morbid action of the heart, causing a consequent 
diminution of pulse, without producing necessary emesis, or even nausea, 
when it is administered at first in small doses. Two interesting cases of 
pneumonia are cited by the author of this paper, both of which were se- 
vere, but yielded kindly, under the effects of this remedy— 


“Tn 1846, we were called to see Mr. E., in consultation with Dr. J. 
A. Stewart. Mr. E. had been laboring under a severe attack of pneu- 
monia for several days. The remedies prescribed were entirely approved 
of and continued for a time, but failed to relieve. The threatening as- 
pect of the case was such, that it was thought prudent to inform his pa- 
rents at a distance, of his perilous condition. At this critical juncture, 
we observed to Dr. S. that we had been using an article in a number of 
cases of pneumonia, with a success and peculiarity of effect we had never 
been able to obtain from any other remedy, and proposed to use it in 'the 
present case. We immediately put Mr. E. on the use of the veratrum 
viride, to be given every three hours—the quantity to be increased one 
drop at each dose until nausea or vomiting occurred. At 8 o’clock, A. M., 
commenced with seven drops. The third portion excited severe nausea 
and free vomiting, with great paleness, coolness and moisture of the sur- 
face. During the occurrence of these interesting and striking effects, we 
were notified that Mr. E. was vomiting freely, was much worse and was 
thought to be dying. We found, however, that what had caused so 
much alarm to the patient and his friends, was to us a source of gratifi- 
cation; for, after the effort of vomiting was over and nausea relieved, the 
pulse was reduced to 63 beats and the pain relieved.” 


The pulse of this patient, previously to taking the Tincture, was 120 
to 130 beats; and was reduced in twelve hours to 63, while the febrile 
and inflammatory symptoms subsided; after which the portion was di- 
minished one half, and continued for several days, without any renewal 
of the attack. 

“Called, in February, 1847, to see a son of Mrs. T., laboring under a 
violent attack of pneumonia, we put him on the use of veratrum viride 
every three hours. Although 12 years of age, his general slender health 
and deformed chest, having been severely afflicted with asthma, induced 
us to commence with a very small dose, that we might avoid apy drastic 
effect of the remedy. The first portion given was two drops, to be in- 
creased one drop every portion until the slightest nausea was experienced, 
then to lessen or discontinue the remedy, as the case might require. On 
taking the third or fourth portion, Mrs. T. discovered that he was getting 
very pale, that the skin was cool and moist, and pain scarcely felt only 
on taking a full inspiration. The slowness of the pulse, and the pallor 
and coolness of the surface alarmed her, and she sent for us. We found 
him pale, cool, moist, and with a pulse beating 35, full and distinct. 
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When put on the tincture, in the morning, his pulse was 120 to 125, 
skin hot and dry, frequent and labored breathing, pain severe, great thirst. 
In the short space of twelve or fifteen hours the symptoms were subdued, 
and by continuing the tincture in doses of from two to three and four 
drops, there was no renewal of the symptoms. 

“In nearly all, if not in every acute disease, especially of a febrile and 
inflammatory character, we find the frequency of the pulse and the de- 
rangement of the vascular system in proportion to the force and severi- 
ty of the case. There is scarcely an exception to the rule. Why this is 
so we do-not know. ‘The fact cannot be denied ; and in order to restore 
health, we must, of necessity, control the circulation, directly or indirect- 
ly. Now, veratrum viride will almost invariably effect this, whatever 
may have been the disturbing cause. The how and the why, we do not 
understand. We look upon the universality of its application to be ex- 
actly defined by the universality of the occurrence of increased cardiac 
action. In testing its powers, we did not confine our experiments to fe- 
brile and inflammatory diseases of an idiopathic character, but extended 
them to traumatic lesions in which fever and inflammation had super- 
vened, and our labors were crowned with a success that we little dreamed 
of realizing. Its power of controlling arterial action, in febrile and in- 
flammatory diseases and in truamatic lesions, we consider established be- 
yond doubt. We gave the statement of a case of convulsions, treated 
with the veratrum viride, in the January No. (1851) of this Journal ; 
since which time we have treated a number of others, with 
success. We have not used it in epileptic convulsions sufficiently 
to enable us to speak with confidence and certainty in that disease. In 
the case of a Mr. 8., whom we commenced treating in January last, and 
still have under treatment, there has been no return of the paroxysms 
since then, which is a much longer interval than he has enjoyed for years, 
and his general health is much improved. It stands unrivalled in palpi- 
tations of the heart, for promptness and certainty of relief. It is a spe- 
cific in the painful affection of the testicle consequent upon the mumps. 
We have not failed, in a single case to obtain relief from the pain and 
fever in twelve hours, and prevented a return of the symptoms, by per- 
fect rest and a continuance of the tincture for three or four days. How 
far it will succeed in orchitis, from other causes, we are not prepared to 
say. It affords us no ordinary pleasure, to record its value in the treat- 
ment of the inflamed mamma of lying-in females. If taken in time, in 
these cases, it may be relied on to control the fever, pain and inflamma- 
tion of the brain. In hooping-cough, accompanied with high febrile ex- 
citement, St has no equal. In convulsions generally, it is highly valua- 
ble. In asthma and rheumatism its effects are peculiarly stiriking, espe- 
cially in the acute forms. In chronic rheumatism we have not used it. 
In puerperal fever our experience is limited, but the few cases in which 
it was used, stamps it a reliable agent in that disease. We have found 
it of great value in the treatment of typhoid dysentery, and would feel 
unable to combat that disease without it or some other remedy of equal 
power. Its effects on the system are in perfect antagonism to those of 
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searlet-fever. Combined with the diuretic treatment, we do not believe 
it can be equalled by any other plan of treatment that has ever been 
adopted in scarlet fever. We know it to be valuable of itself, but its 
powers are greatly increased by the above combination. 

“ When we reflect upon the power of veratrum viride to allay pain, ir- 
ritability and irritation, and more especially irritative mobility, in con- 
nection with its influence over the heart’s action and deranged secretions, 
it is truly difficult properly to appreciate its value. We know of no un- 
tried agent that we would venture to rely on with more certainty in the 
treatment of yellow fever, and we look with interest for the results of its 
trial in this disease. From its direct influence over the vascular system, 
we believe it will prove valuable in the treatment of small-pox, and by 
keeping the excitement down and the surface cool and pale, it will per- 
haps prevent the unsightly pitting which often takes place in that dis- 
ease.”” 

The author next speaks of its efficiency in the treatment and cure of 
Typhoid Fever. 


“The treatment of typhoid fever is a matter in which every individual 
is deeply interested. Might we not ask with emphasis, what country, 
what community, has not felt and heard of the destructive mortality fol- 
lowing in its wake? and has not the cry been echoed back by every 
a and breeze—a remedy to stay the fell destroyer’s progress! When 
we have presented as much of facts and evidence as we deem sufficient 
on the occasion, you will be able to judge and others can determine whe- 
ther a cure has been discovered and the destroyer stayed or merely 
checked; when the value of veratrum viride in pneumonia typhoides and 
other malignant and fatal diseases, is embraced in the subject, it beeomes 
doubly interesting and important. In 1850 we first entered on a trial of 
the tincture of veratrum viride in the treatment of typhoid fever. It was 
due to our patients and to justice that we should proceed with caution. 
We accordingly, at first, gave it in mild and moderately severe cases, 
avoiding its use at first in all cases of unusual severity and malignancy. 
We first used it in the case of a negro boy of Mrs. W., which was un- 
complicated and yielded readily. When called, on the third day of the 
disease, the bowels had been moved sufficiently by a cathartic of calomel, 
followed by repeated portions of camphorated Fates powder, without 
abatement of the symptoms. The skin was hot and dry, great thirst, 
severe pain in the forehead; the eyes dull, heavy and ecchymosed ; 
tongue covered in the centre with a dark, thin fur, tip and edges very 
red and dry; pulse 127, small, soft and with quickness in the stroke, 
that indicated greater frequency than really existed. The patient was 
ordered a six drop dose, to be increased till nausea or vomiting occurred. 
By mistake the dose was not increased. After continuing the treatment 
twelve hours, there being no abatement in the symptoms, we were noti- 
fied of the fact and wrote to increase until an impression was made and 
that we would see the patient in twelve hours. During the absence 
of the messenger, Mrs. W. discovered that the dose was to be increased, 
and did so, and when this reached cight drops there was free vomiting, 
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with a subsidence of all febrile symptoms, the severe pain in the head 
excepted. At the expiration of twelve hours, we found the boy with a 
skin cool and moist, thirst materially abated, and the pulse reduced to 
fifty-six beats. A blister was applied to relieve the unmitigated pain in 
the head, and the veratrum viride was continued four days without any 
return of the symptoms.” 

Several other cases are noticed ; one a negro woman—pulse 116—skin 
hot and dry,—with considerable nervous excitement—sickness of the sto- 
mach and spinal tenderness, which had resisted the use of blister to the 
parts affected, as well as cupping, and an alterative treatment of calomel. 
Tinct. of veratrum viride was presented—seven drops at 12 M., eight or 
nine in the succeeding six hours. In one half hour after the third dose 
was administered nausea and vomiting were excited moderately—pulse 80 
—skin cool and moist, and nervous derangement much relieved—after 
which four drop doses were given every three hours, to establish the cure. 

“On the 19th July, 1852, we were called into an adjoining district, 
to see a negro woman of Mrs. G.’s, in consultation with Drs. T. and 
McD. We saw her at 8, A. M., on the 20th, the twelfth day of the dis- 
ease. She had been treated with all the remedies usually resorted to, 
without relief. She was slightly mercurialized; supposed to be three 

“months advanced in pregnancy; pulse 130, extremely quick and weak, 
so much so that it was difficult to count ; tongue dry and red on the tip 
and edges, with a thick dark fur in the centre. The papilla were not 
covered with fur, were elevated, enlarged and flattened at the top; thirst 
extreme; great heatin the region of the stomach, and complaining of in- 
ternal heat and burning; extremities cold, with general coolness of the 
surface, except over the region of the stomach; answered questions in a 
quick and hurried manner—would invariably change some part of the 
body before giving an answer. Discharges from the bowels dark and 
muddy, mixed with slime; more or less tenderness and gurgling on pres- 
sure in the right iliac region ; tendency to diarrhea slight. On the ninth 
day from the attack, there was a sudden and decided change for the 
worse, and brandy and quinine were freely given to sustain the action of 
the heart and arteries, and the surface was thoroughly rubbed to keep up 
external warmth. 

«We have given such a description of the treatment and condition of the 
patient, at the time of our first visit, as will be fully endorsed by the phy- 
sicians in attendance. ‘Two cases had just terminated fatally in the same 
family, and two others in a family not more that six hundred yards dis- 
tant. We could not complain of the reputation that had preceded us; 
but the standing of the medicine was anything but favorable in that re- 
gion of country. The previous and threatening mortality, the severity 
of the case, the new remedy, the unfavorable prognosis of the physicians 
in attendance, naturally excited the deepest interest, and curiosity was 
wrought up to the highest point as to what course would be pursued. 
By consent, every remedy was discontinued, both internal and external, 
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and the tincture of veratrum viride ordered ”every three hours, to be in- 
creased pro re nata, which we superintended in person from 9 A. M. till 
5 P.M. Three drops were given at 9, which nauseated and vomited 
pretty freely before 12. The first matter thrown up was a large quanti- 
ty of mucous slime, followed by a quantity of dark, thick bile, or bitter- 
ish fluid, on the ejection of which she expressed considerable relief from 
the unusual burning or heat in the region of the stomach. Four drops 
were given at 12, which excited free emesis in from thirty to fifty min- 
utes, bringing up an abundance of thick, yellow bile. After this parox- 
ysm of vomiting had subsided, the extremities and surface generally be- 
came warm, or, in other words, there was a general diffusion and equal 
distribution of heat. She expressed perfect relief from internal heat or 
burning, followed by a general feeling of agreeable coolness; but three 
drops were given at 3 o'clock, which excited slight nausea, and perhaps 
a slight but single paroxysm of vomiting. What we had achieved when 
we left (at 5, P. M.) was the relief from unusual heat in the stomach, 
severe thirst, general restlessness, an equable diffusion of heat, and great- 
er fulness and distinctness of the pulse, Instructions were left to con- 
tinue the veratrum viride in three or four drop doses, as she might be 
able to bear it, avoiding too much nausea and vomiting, if possible. Af- 
ter leaving, we sent a message back to give twenty or thirty drops of 
laudanum, one hour before the next portion, to prevent nausea or vomit- 
ing, if possible. 

That night, asa matter of course, was passed by us with more or less 
anxiety and interest. On‘reaching the patient the next morning, the 
viride was exciting very little nausea, the pulse was reduced to 120, more 
full and distinct, and all the other symptoms were slightly improved. 
We were not satisfied with the small quantity of the veratrum viride we 
were using ; we therefore ordered an enema of four ounces of cold water 
and six drops of the tinct. of veratrum viride every six hours, and the 
three drop doses, every three hours, to be continued, thus making, in all, 
forty-eight drops in the twenty-four hours. The enemata were ordered 
to be given between the portions by mouth. The nausea and vomiting 
were kept up for a time after each enema, but not to an extent that re- 
quired them to be suspended, and which subsided after a few repetitions 
of the enema. 

The morning following, which was the fourteenth day of the disease, 
the pulse was down to 100, and with a like improvement in all the symp- 
toms. The morning following, the pulse was reduced to 85, and all the 
other symptoms were greatly mitigated, so much so that we were not. to 
see her for the next forty-eight hours. On Sunday morning, at-9, A. M., 
(the seventeenth day of the disease,) we were at our post, with our pleas- 
ing anticipations disappointed, blasted, and for the time, scattered to the 
winds,—but to fight the battle at far greater hazard. Found her flood- 
ing 4 wee severe and frequent. Requested Dr. T. to examine the ute- 
rus; found the os tinces soft and dilated, so that he could discover a sub- 
stance or body presenting; gave her a portion of ergot; the foetus was 
thrown off within half an hour, and flooding ceased. By this time the 
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pulse had reached 135 beats per minute, was peculiarly quick and feeble; 
number of respirations 63 per minute ; skin hot and dry, the heat of that 
peculiar acrid kind called “calor mordax ;” thirst greatly aggravated. 
The veratrum viride was increased to five drops every three hours ; spi-~ 
rits of turpentine to be given every six hours, in fifteen drop doses, in a 
little warm sweet milk to cover the taste, which excels any vehicle we 
ever tried. The enema of cold water to be continued every six hours, 


and the viride increased to eight drops. When we left, at 4 in the af- 


ternoon, there was slight moisture on the surface; the pulse was 130, 
more full and distinct ; breathing a little less frequent and hurried. On 


the day following it was reduced to 95 beats per minute; on the follow- 


ing day it was reduced as low as 85, with a like improvement of all the 
symptoms. The remedies were continued, and she rapidly and ertietiy 
conyalesced. It did appear that Providence brought us safely throug 
the most critical of all the cases we have met. i 

soon as the foetus was thrown off, she was much less susceptible to the 
impression of the veratrum viride. - 

There are many poiuts of interest in the above case, which are well 
worthy of particular notice. In the first place, it had been treated b 
two skillful physicians, with all the ordinary remedies. On the nin 
day, the stage of collapse or exhaustion set in so rapidly and to such an 
extent, as to render brandy, quinine and rubefacent frictions necessary, 

‘to keep up the actions of the heart and arteries as well as the external 
warmth. After the free use of the above, from Saturday till Tuesday, 
we find there was no relief, but rather a continuance and aggravation of 
the symptoms. On Tuesday there was a withdrawal of all the remedial 
agents in use—was put on a few drops of the tincture of veratrum viride, 
at no time for the first 24 hours exceeded four drops. This was attend- 
ed with relief from internal heat and burning, a general distribution of 
heat on the surface, and the pulse rendered slower, fuller, and more dis- 
tinct, &e. The only change made which seemed to add to the good ef- 
fects, were enemata of cold water, containing six drops of the tinct. of 
veratrum viride. In the mean time she aborts with a renewal and ag- 
gravation of all the symptoms; to meet which, there is added to the treat- 
ment 15 drops of spts. turpentine ; the dose of veratrum viride increased. 
by mouth, to five drops, and by enemata to 8 drops. Again, the lessened 
susceptibility after the abortion, whereas, under ordinary circumstances, 
bleeding increases this susceptibility: true, the loss of blood was com- 
paratively small, yet, taking into account the length of time she had been 
sick, it might be said te have been relatively large. These are facts and 
circumstances for reflection and investigation. 

Veratrum viride, green hellebore, American hellebore, is not our com- 
mon Poke-root or Phytolacca Decandra, but is the poke weed, veratrum 
viride, and is entirely different in its appearance and properties. Again 
—it is called white hellebore, by the shakers, and those ordering the ve- 
ratrum viride often get the white hellebore proper, or European, for it, 
by not being specific in the correction of the error in name. The pro- 
perties and powers of veratrum viride are the following: Ist, acrid—This 


t also appeared, that so 
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property is very limited and confined to the fauces. 2d. It is adanagic, 
deobstruent or alterative : this property it possesses in a marked and very 
high degreee ; not equalled by calomel or iodine in this particular, which 

ill adapt it to the relief and cure of many diseases hitherto beyond the 
reach of any remedy. Of this class of diseases; those which we think 
will be much benefitted by it, are, cancer and consumption. 3d. It is ac- 
tively and decidedly expectorant, so much so that we rarely add any 
other article. 4th. It is one of the most certain diaphoretics belonging 
to the materia medica: it often excites great coolness or coldness of the 
surface ; in some cases the skin is rendered merely soft and moist; in 
other instances, the perspiration is free, and at other times it is most 
abundant ; but, notwithstanding its profuseness, it does not reduce or ex- 
haust the system, as many diaphoretics do when in excess, and therefore 
need not excite alarm nor be suspended on that account. 5th. It is ner- 
vine, not narcotic, under any circumstances ; as since our first article, we 
have taken it more than twenty times to test its varied powers, and we 
have taken it in all quantities, from the production of free emesis down 
to the minimum dose. This property renders it of great value in the 
treatment of painful diseases, and such as are accompanied with convul- 
sions, morbid irritability and irritative mobility. For example—pneu- 
monia, rheumatism, puerperal fever, convulsions generally, and palpita- 
tion of the heart, &c. 6th. It is one of the most certain and efficient. 
emetics Rnown, and is peculiarly adapted to meet that indication in 
hooping cough, asthma, croup, scarlet fever, and in all cases where there 
is much febrile and inflammatory action. It often excites severe nausea 
and frequent vomiting, which, taken in connection with great paleness, 
often alarms the patient and by-standers ; but these effects, when in ex- 
ess, are readily relieved by one or two full portions of morphine and 
tinct. of ginger, or of laudanum and brandy. One grand and leading fea- 
ture is, that the exhaustion which follows it, is not excessive and perma- 
nent, but confined merely to the effort. Again, the matter, first ejected, 
is a large quantity of thick, slimy mucus, and soon after, the liver is 
called on to pour forth its own fluid in abundance. 7th. The seventh 
property is its most valuable and interesting, and for which it stands un- 
paralleled as a therapeutic agent. So much has already been written on 
what we call the sedative—arterial sedative—properties of the agent, or 
the power it possesses of controlling and regulating arterial action, that 
we shall not again run over the amount of evidence on this part of the 
subject. By virtue of this and other powers, the treatment of disease 
has been much simplified, and when the effects, recorded in the case of 
Mr. G’s negro woman, shall have been fully considered, we may bid 
adieu to much of the supposed necessity for stimulants in the treatment 
of atonic or asthenic cases. We challenge the medical world to produce 
its equal, as a therapeutic agent, for certainty of effect, for extent of ef- 
fect, or for peculiarity of effect, and the ease and safety with which it 
may be administered to small and great. In small portions, we have 
found nothing to equal it in exciting and promoting appetite. 

The formula we use is the following:— 
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RB. Root of veratrum viride, dried, . . oz. 8 
Alcohol, of the shops, undiluted, . . . “16 
Let it stand from ten days to two weeks. Medium dose for an adult 
male, eight drops, to be increased one or two drops every portion, until 
nausea or vomiting, or.a reduction in the frequency of the pulse takes 
place ; then reduce one-half in all cases. Females, and persons from 14 
to 18 years of age, should commence with six drops, and increase as 
above. Children, from one to two years of age, to commence with one 
drop ; froni two to five years of age, two drops, and increase one drop. 
The usual interval with us is three hours between the portions. In ordi- 
nary cases of pneumonia, we usually continue it three days after the 
symptoms are subsided. In typhoid fever, and many other diseases, it 
requires to be continued much longer. For the satisfaction and infor- 
mation of the profession, we would state that it may be continued indefi- 
uitely, or any length of time, in moderate doses, or short of nausea, with- 
out the least inconvenience. The only objection that could be urged, is 
the increase of appetite, or desire for food. It is not cathartic—it is like 
all other remedial agents, subject to the same rules and regulations, ma- 
king it out of the question for a person to lay down any but general di- 
rections for regulating the dose. We are better pleased with the method 
adopted for getting its first impression by Dr. Welburn, of Farmville, 
Alabama, than with our own. We allude to the short interval between 
the first three portions he administers: He gives “ six drops, if ten mi- 
nutes seven drops, in ten minutes more eight or ten drops ; and then sus- 
pends the dose till vomiting occurs,” which will be sure to take place in 
a large majority of cases. In the outset of many cases, we would recom- 
mend Dr. Welburn’s manner of using it. Ina male, twenty-five drops 
is the largest quantity we have known to be required to excite emesis, 
and.sixteen drops in the female, when given in the manner and at the 
intervals we have directed. There need be no danger apprehended of its 
exciting inflammation of the stomach—we have given special attention to 
that particular. It is peculiar and at the same time interesting in its ef- 
fects. The fact of its acting as a sedative on almost every other portion 
of the system, diminishing the vascular and muscular action and motion 
of every other part, and increasing that of the stomach. We have seen 
it produce emesis in very susceptible persons, and the contractions of the 
stomach were so rapid as to be almost continuous and uninterrupted; but 
a strong alcoholic tincture of ginger and morphine would afford more 
prompt and immediate relief than any other articles that we have ever 
used. We have never seen a case that failed to be relieved by the above 
remedies in thirty minutes. The great advantage of the remedy is that 
it does not exhaust longer than the effort to vomit is concerned. A great 
many remedies leave the patient in an exhausted and enfeebled condi- 
tion, aside from the effort or immediate action—not so with the veratrum 
viride, Again, tartar emetic should never be given with it, in any form 
ormanner. The only cases in which we have seen the tineture of vera- 
trum viride purge, were when given in combination with tartar emetic, or 
with Coxe's hive syrup. In most of these cases it excited a violent 
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cholera-morbus. We would not think of giving the tincture of veratrum 
viride where tartar emetic had been used, without preceding it with a full 
dose of morphine or laudanum at least one hour. We have known many 
fall out with the veratrum viride when it was not at fault. Again, vene- 
section, when a large quantity of blood is drawn, increases materially its 
effects, whereas opium and morphine lessens or diminishes them. If a 
patient had been bled freely, preceded or followed by a liberal use of tar- 
tar emetic, and then followed up with medium portions of the tincture of 
veratrum viride, we should anticipate and prepare for drastic, if not haz- 
ardous effects.” 

Obstruction of the Bowels. Two Cases reported by EK. D. FENNER, 
M. D.—Case 1. A few weeks since I was requested by Dr. Moss, of this 
city, to assist him in the post mortem examination of a mulatto man 
aged about 35 years, who, after suffering repeated attacks of obstruction of 
the bowels, accompanied by great pain and stercoraceous vomiting, final- 
ly sunk and died. He had suffered three attacks within the month pre- 
vious to death. Dr. M. had attended him in several of them, and only 
succeeded in relieving him with great difficulty by means of free cup- 
ping, the warm bath, and Croton Oil. These means succeeded in open- 
ing his bowels in his last attack, but he did not recuperate afterwards. 
On examination after death, we found a small piece of bone lodged in the 
lower portion of the ileum. It had excited inflammation and thickening 
of the intestinal walls to such extent as to cause an almost impermeable 
stricture of the canal. Here was the cause of death. The piece of bone 
was Only three-fourths of an inch in length, and rather flat. The ends 
were not sharp, and the only wonder is, that it had not passed without 
difficulty. 

Now let us see how much larger an amount of foreign substance did 
pass the entire extent of the alimentary canal, till it reached the anus, 
where it was impeded by the sphincter, and had to be removed mecha- 
nically. 

Case 2. On the 11th September, 1852, I was called to see a white 
female child, aged about two and a half years. I was told that she had 
diarrhoea with prolapsus of the rectum. No assignable cause was men- 
tioned at the time. About three months previously, I had attended this 
child for am obstinate attack of diarrhoea, and relieved her entirely. 

On this morning, the child did not appear to be much sick. I advised 
a little Hydrarg. O. Creta, to be followed by a dose of Castor Oil. A 
few hours afterwards I was sent for, and informed that a piece of cork 
had been discovered in the child’s anus. Upon reaching the patient, I 
found this to be the case; a large piece of cork was plainly visible. I 
readily succeeded in removing it with my finger; but this was not all. I 
continued to take away piece after piece, until I removed nearly a hand- 
ful. The operation gave considerable pain, and caused slight hemorr- 
hage, but I removed all I could reach. I then prescribed a dose of Cas- 
tor Oil, which produced a copious operation, and gave complete relief, A 
considerable quantity of cork came away some days afterwards. We were 
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then informed by a larger sister of this child, that she had often observed 
her with cork in her mouth, but did not know that she had swallowed it. 
Thus it is evident that this large amount of cork, some of the pieces as 
big as the end of my thumb, had been swallowed, and traversed the ali- 
mentary canal as low as the anus. There were perhaps a dozen of pieces, 
twice as large as the piece of bone that caused the death of the man first 
mentioned. The quantity of eork passed completely filled a common 
match box.—N. O. Medical Register. 


Intussusception of the Bowels. By Dante. BarBer, M. D.—Genéle- 
men :—Believing that the following plan of treating intussusception of 
the bowels is not familiar to the minds of many of the profession, I sub- 
mit to you a case in which it was successfully applied. 

The subject was a young man aged twenty years. He had two at- 
tacks within ten days. Constipation followed immediately upon the last. 
He was treated for four days with purgatives—warm water injections— 
bleeding, &c., without any effect. At the end of this time (Nov. 13) I 
was called in consultation with Dr. Bennett, of Withamsville, the at- 
tending physician. I found the case as follows: Pulse 120, abdomen 
tympanitic, and tender to the touch, extremely severe paroxysmal pain 
of the bowels, frequent vomiting of highly offensive matter, obstinate 
constipation. 

To subdue the tendency to peritoneal inflammation, we repeated the 
bleeding and administered the sulphate of morphine, in half grain doses 
every two hours until he was brought fully under its influence. When 
I returned on the evening of the 14th, the pulse had fallen to 96—the 
tenderness and pain of the bowels were materially diminished—the vo- 
miting less frequent and distressing—constipation continued. Frequent 
and large quantities of warm water has been continued to be injected. 
At my suggestion the following plan of treatment was adopted. 

We procured a small quantity of brewer’s yeast, from which was pre- 
pared in the usual way a quantity sufficient for our purposes. At about 
midnight, we gave a tumbler half full, and ordered the same quantity to 
be repeated once or twice every hour. 

On the afternoon of the 15th, when it was obvious from the quantity 
taken and retained, that the intestines above the obstruction, were dis- 
tended with carbonic acid gas, the colon was likewise inflated with atmos- 
phere by means of a pair of fire bellows. 

By these means combined, the intestinal canal throughout its whole 
course was inflated, and the obstruction reduced. 

At nine o’clock in the evening, a copious evacuation of the bowels en- 
sued, followed by several others during the night. At the same time 
the explosions of gas were so violent as to be heard at some distance 
from the house—it was literally keeping up a regular fire. The patient 
was at once relieved, and speedily recovered his former health. Besides 
the distending force of the gas, it is very probable that it exercises a be- 
neficial influence by its sedative and antisceptic properties. 

I believe this practice originated with the French, but to what extent 
it has been applied I know not. Drs. Johnston and Rogers of this place, 
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have given yeast in two or three cases of this disease during the course 
of their practice here, with success. In one ease relief was afforded on 
on the fourteenth day of the attack, every other means had been tried 
and failed. 

From the above facts I should feel disposed to give this plan a trial in 
every case, where the ordinary means fail. Should relief not be obtained 
in a reasonable length of time, and the case be protracted, and as it were 
hopeless, a moderate exhibition of the yeast, by its antisceptic properties 
and by gently exciting the peristaltic action, would afford perhaps the 
best prospects of success. 

New Richmond, Ohio, Nov: 80th, 1852. 


On page 358 of our last volume may be found an article by Br. B. H. 
Washington on Dry Cupping, and below we copy another paper of his 
on the same topic. This seems to be something of a hobby with the 
doctor, but as we believe he makes out a good case, we present the mat- 
ter for the consideration of our readers, as worthy their attention. * 


A Valuable Substitute for Ergot. By B. H. Washington, of Wood- 
burn, Ky.—I lately attended a midwifery case and deem it advisable to 
report the treatment for further investigation. The pains commenced 
at 4 A. M. and continued at intervals of 15 to 20 minutes until 6 
P. M.; were slight and produced but little effect; upon examination 
found os uteri dilated, head presenting, but high up; scarcely any effect 
perceptible during the pain. Not willing to leave the management of 
the case any longer to nature, I concluded to dry-cup her ; applied a cup 
as low down on the sacrum as possible so as to cover the origin of the 
nerves to the os uteri and produce relaxation ; previous experiments had 
shown me the uterus would not contract unless applied higher up; my 
design was to produce relaxation of the os uteri and then dry-cup higher 
up, so as to cause the uterus to contract. The result was most satisfac- 
tory to all interested; for complete relaxation ensued, at the next pain 
the head descended to the outlet, and at the second pain she was safely 
delivered, and that too in less than ten minutes from the application of 
the cup. No hemorrhage resulted, tle placenta came away with scarce- 
ly any inconvenience in about three quarters of an hour, and everything 
went on well. 

This is the second case in which the above plan has been tried, in the 
first, the patient was safely delivered in about 15 minutes, and with three 
pains. She had been suffering upwards of 12 hours without effect; was 
induced to try the plan from two facts, first, the partial paralysis of the 
arms while the cup was over the origin of the bronchial nerves, and the 
successful application of dry-cupping in a case of dislocated shoulder 
joint, as mentioned in my first article on dry-cupping; secondly, the 
cups had been applied on a patient after delivery, to relieve the disagree- 
able fecliugs resulting therefrom, and the patient told me that she could 
feel the uterus contracting very strongly. Putting these facts together, 
it occurred to me that as contraction was the legitimate function of the 
aterus, while expansion was the legitimate function of the os uteri, by 
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the application of the cups over the origin of the nerves to the defective 
parts, the appropriate results would follow; the plan has been followed 
with the most complete success, as manifested by the cases above men- 
tioned. I would therefore recommend a trial of it in all tedious cases — 
Apply first a cup as low down on the sacrum as possible, and if in the 
course of ten or fifteen minutes the patient was not delivered I would re- 
commend the application of another eup higher up, so as to cause the 
uterus to contract, the lower one should always be on when the upper one 
is applied, so as to insure relaxation of the os uteri when the pains come 
on. 

In cases of retained placenta, I would recommend a contrary course ;. 
apply the cups higher up so as to cause the uterus to contfact at once ; 
the placenta can always follow the child. 

The great advantage of this method of causing the os uteri to relax 
and the uterus to contract, over the plan of giving ergot, needs no other 
recommendation [ presume than a simple statement of facts : When ergot 
is administered the woman is delivered by main force and in opposition 
to the usual proceeding of nature, without any relaxation except that pro- 
duced by the most fearful and agonizing pains ;—by dry-cupping, such a 
complete relaxation is produced, that two or three pains are sufficient and 
the amount of suffering is not more than ordinary. Indeed, the amount 
of suffering is much lessened, one would feel tempted to try it in ordinary 
eases where every thing was going on well, merely to’ shorten the period 
of suffering. Another advantage is, that as soon as the delivery is over, 
the pains are over too, the placenta comes away with scarcely any incon- 
venience. Whether it would be justifiable to apply it in an early stage 
of labor merely to lessen the duration of suffering, I leave to be decided 
by future experience. I certainly should not recommend it in that stage 
without further trial. In my first article on dry-cupping, I omitted two 
important items ; first, that it breaks up the chain of nervous sympathy 
during pregnancy, and regularly applied, keeps it broken ; the patient 
suffers very little, and that little more from imprudence than from nervous 
sympathy. Let the patient be dry-cupped every third or fourth night 

er husband can easily do it with a tumbler) and sponge herself two or 
t times a week with water, cold or warm, according to fancy, and my 
word for it she will suffer as little as the heartiest Indian female, unless. 
broken down by some organic disease. The other item is, that if there 
is a scant secretion of milk, or none at all, apply three or four cups to the 
spine, especially over the origin of the mammary nerves, and there will 
soon be a plentiful supply. These items are not theoretical assumptions, 
but the result of actual practice, and I sometimes censure myself for not 
making them public sooner, as an immense amount of sympathetic suf- 
fering can be easily prevented. As mentioned in my first article, when 
it is desirable to produce an effect on a given part, the cups should be 
more strongly applied over the origin of the nerves distributed to that 
part; and they should be larger than those in common use; a common 
tumbler with a thick rim will answer very well, except in female cases ; 
in those I use the pump to produce a vacuum, as they can be applied 
under the covering without offending the most fastidious..—Nashville 
Journal 











